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THE CIRCULAR, 


Has for its fundamental principles the Religion of the 
Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive Church. Its aim 
however, is to give its readers also a supply of general in- 
telligence, and the news of the day. 

Tenms—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers willbe sent to those requesting them 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, should re- 
turn us a copy with his name and residence written upon it, 
and the simple order, ‘Discontinue.’ 

Address“ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. ¥.” 


The Oneida Association 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


ery Fruit Trees of choice Varieties; Grape 
nd Strawberry Plants &c.; Vegetables and 
‘Fruits in their season, at the Community Gardens. 
H. Tuacxer, Superintendent. 








AR 
ic Furniture, Seats, Tables, Arbors, &c., 
wey nataral Cedar crooks, with iron fastenings ; 


ic and other patterns. 
oe *. Exuis, Master-workman. 





annem 
Steel-Traps of the most approved Descriptions, 
for frontier and western Trapping, manufactured 
the Community. ; 
7 Fd Newnovse, Superintendent. 


Sewing-Silks: Merchants and Traders supplied 
with the various kinds of American manufacture, 


holesale prices. 
- “A.W. foune O. H. Mitxuer, C. Oins, Agents. 


raveling-Bags : an Assortment of our own 
eociectens, from carefully selected stock. 
Merchants supplied. 
J. Reynoups, 

Mrs. E. Wuitrre.p, 


eee 


} Superintendents. 


the Community. ; 
Mrs. A. C. Sears, Superintendent. 
imnadnnnhhnnnnanae nae 
Milling: Custom work done as usual at the 
Community Grist-mill, 
D. J. Haxx, Miller. 


een? PAP LPL LL 


Job-Printing: most kinds of Printing carefully 
executed at the Crrcutar Office. 
G. CampBeL. 


Renew 
Designing and Wood-Engraving by E. H. 
De Larre, Oneida Association. 


(SLAP IMIEIIIEEeeese 
Orders in any of the above branches 
may be addressed by letter or otherwise to 


THE ONEIDA ASSOCIATION, 
Oneida Depot, Madison Co., N. Y. 





Putney Commune. 


GARDENING, NURSERY -GROW- 


ing and Milling. Address, 
M. L. WORDEN, PUTNEY, VT. 
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Wallinsford Commune. 


FRUIT & MARKET GARDENING, 


Traveling-Bags 
Manufactured and for Sale. Address, 
H. ALLEN, ... WALLINGFORD, CONN. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR, 





The Berean; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church : 
an octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, 1,50. 


Bible Communism; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches; presenting, 
in copnection with their History, a summary 
view of their Religious and Social Theories.— 
128 pages, octavo Price 50 cts. Printed and 
published atthe office of The Circular, Oneida, 
N.Y. 


Salvation from Sin; Explained and De- 
fended by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet, 6 1-4 cts. 


Annual Reports; “(2d and 8rd) of the 
Onerpa AssociaTION. 


Price 12 1-2 cts. 


kaPast Volumes of the Circudar, and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all 
parts of the country. 


ba Persons writing to us on business con- 
nected with the Circular, or for the purpose of or- 
dering any of the above publications, are particular- 
ly requested to write their name, Post-office and 
State, as distinctly as possible. 








2S Contributors to the Circular are request- 
ed to be particularly careful in making Scripture 
quotations. As a general rule, it is better to copy 
directly from the Bible verbatim than to quote 
from memory. 
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Thoughts Suggested by 2 Dream. 
Home-Talk, by J. H. N, 

{Mrs. L. related a dream the substance of which 
went to show that the church on earth is auxiliary 
to the Primitive Church, and that they are waiting 
for us, and are incomplete without us. There was 
a light, she said, like that of the sun, and there ap- 
peared first to be a vacant place in the heavenly 
church, and then it seemed as though this church 
joined on to it so as to fill up the vacant place, and 
make it perfect :] 

This dream is suggestive of important 
truth. We may have thought that we 
were waiting for the Primitive Church, 
but the truth is, on the contrary, that we 
must approach them. At the Second 
Coming of Christ, when the great meet- 
ing of the three worlds took place, the 
superior or heavenly church did not de- 
scend into Hades, neither did it come to 
this earth ; but we read that the dead in 
Christ, arose and in company with the liv- 
ing were caught up in the clouds to meet 
the Lord: so that in an important sense, 
in respect both to believers in this world 
and Hades, they went up to meet the 
Lord, instead of his coming down to 
them ; and we may suppose that the same 
order will be preserved in all future meet- 
ings of a similar nature. 

It is also true that the present church 
is auxiliary to the Primitive Church—(in 
other words, is an extension of that church 
into this world)—and that that church 
will not be completed until this church 
is brought into connection with it. The 
great plan of God, which was projected 
before the world began, is not yet fin- 
ished ; it is but partially executed : there 
are vacant places (if we may so call 
them) yet to be filled up with living 
members. The relation of the church 
on earth to the church in the heavens 
may be shown by an illustration : While 
the Jews were in the wilderness the tab- 
ernacle and ark were prepared—the in- 
ner sanctuary of the Lord’s presence was 
made ; yet it was the labor of after gen- 
erations to build the temple in which the 
tabernacle and ark were to be placed ; 
and the building of the temple was nec- 
essary to the completion of the sanctuary. 
The temple was the body of which the 
tabernacle and ark were the soul. _ So, it 
may be said, that the ark and tabernacle 
of the kingdom of heaven were prepared 
in the church of the first resurrection, 
but are yet to be surrounded with a glori- 
ous temple formed by the church of the 
second resurrection, As the exterior is 
the auxiliary of the interior, the body of 
the soul, the tabernacle of the ark, and 
the temple of the tabernacle ;—so the 
saints in Hades are auxiliary to the living 
or Gentile church, the Gentile church to 
the Primitive or Jewish church, and the 
Jewish church to Christ. 

The conception that the present church 
is to form a glorious temple which shall 
surround the Primitive Church, and make 
it complete, should have the effect to en- 
large the hearts of all believers. It was 
said the other evening that our purpose 
should be, to establish a University School 
of God in the world, where persons of all 
ages and both sexes shall be instructed in 











all sciences. The great central object of 





such a school will be to prepare stones 
for the temple-of Gol: every one will 
seek to prepare himself and help prepare 
others for the building which is to sur- 
round the tabernacle of God.’ And in do- 
ing this, we shall find that the requisite 
qualifications are comprised in the two 
ideas—devotion to God, and Communism 
with one another ; for these two principles 
may be said to form the constitution of 
the kingdom of heaven, as disclosed on the 
day of Pentecost to the world. We often 
speak of the day of Pentecost as though 
the main characteristic of the state of so- 
ciety that then came into the world was 
Community of goods, but we must take 
the whole transaction into account—re- 
member that long session that the dis- 
ciples had together, and their patient 
waiting at Jerusalem until they were en- 
dued with power from onhigh. The great 
event that then took place, was the com- 
ing of the Holy Ghost. Then as the 
natural result of being filled with the 
Holy Ghost, the disciples entered into 
Community of property and distribution 
was made to every man as he had need. 
Afterwards they ate their meat with glad- 
ness and singleness of heart—they were 
prepared then to enjoy creation. So, in 
looking at the whole scene, we see that the 
heavenly constitution then revealed is 
contained in the two ideas, of devotion 
to Gad and Communism with each other; 
and this is the constitution of the church 
in the heavens to this day; and in pre- 
paring ourselves as members of that or- 
ganization—stones of the heavenly temple 
—we must seek to conform ourselves to it. 

These two principles are the necessary 
complements of each other. It is impos- 
sible to establish a Community of inter- 
ests, and attain social harmony, except 
on the basis of devotion to God. And, 
on the other hand, devotion to God can 
have no fruitful expansion in any other 
way than by the establishment of Com- 
munism with each other. Separate the 
two things, and both of them will fail, 
and become unfruitful and unsuccessful. 
But combine the two—love to God and 
love to man—and then, as on the day 
of Pentecost, there will result Community 
of property ; then distribution will be 
made to every man as he has need, and 
real enjoyment of the good things of this 
world will commence. And further, let a 
body of persons attain thisdevotion to God, 
this love one towards another, and com- 
mon interest in all things, and it will nec- 
essarily end, as on the day of Pentecost, 
in their gaining ‘the favor of all the 
people.” It isa state of things adapted 
to suit mankind exactly, and must even- 
tually become popular. - 





Soldiers of the Cross, 

One of the commonest criticisms that 
the Association receives from passing 
strangers, is that we appear too meek 
and subdued—our manners are tame—we 
act as though we were cramped. But is 
this not a criticism that would have ap- 
plied tv those of whom Christ spake in 
his sermon on the mount, calling them 
blessed ? ‘Blessed,’ said he, ‘are the poor 
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in spirit ;’ ‘ Blessed are they that mourn ; 
‘ Blessed are the meek;’ ‘ Blessed are the 
peace-makers ;’ ‘ Blessed are they that 
are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,.’— 
Here are states of spirit that show 
very much like tameness. The class de- 
scribed would not be thought very high- 
strung characters—quite the opposite.— 
A southern hot-blood would mock at 
them. Yet Christ says, ‘Theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven ;’ and so far as it goes 
this criticism is all in favor of our con- 
fession that we are a branch of the king- 
dom of heaven. 

‘We act as though we were cramped.’ 
Well, Christ says, ‘ Narrow is the way 
that leadeth to life.’ It is true we do 
not have liberty to sin. Weare cramped 
in respect to many things that the world 
indulge in, but which the Bible teaches 
us are injurious. We have submitted, it 
must be confessed, to have our tongues 
bridled. Perhaps it is the subjection of 
our tongues to what weconsider profitable 
and sincere communication that most 
gives us the appearance of tameness. We 
are cramped in respect to idolatries of all 
kinds. Our affections and propensities 
are chastened into a moderation that 
would be intolerable, no doubt, to those 
who have not set their hearts on loving 
God more than all the things that he 
has made. We are shut up from various 
courses that ruin the soul—from love of 
money, sensuality, and vain ambition.— 
We are cramped in respect to seeking 
our own, and living unto ourselves. But 
the truth is we have formed ourselves in- 
to a school intentionally to come under all 
this cramp. Our motto is, ‘ Christ cruci- 
fied.’ The cross is the symbol of our 
faith. Think of a person fastened to a 
cross. Is it possible to conceive of a po- 
sition more awfully cramped ? Yet it 
fitly symbolizes the condition our carnal 
nature must come to if we will be saved ; 
and to such a condition have we offered 
all that part of us that is not subject to 
the law of God. 


In other respects, however, we are less 
cramped than those who choose the broad 
road. We are not afraid of some things 
that they are afraid of. Wedare to meet 
the truth on all sides. We dare to have 
our hearts searched and our inmost life 
exposed. Let no one say he is brave till 
he has faced the ordeal of criticism insti- 
tuted here. We dare to be disgraced in the 
eyes of those around us. Your indepen- 
dent, high-strung characters are full of 
cowardice in meeting dishonor. They 
are awfully sensitive (we should call it 
cramped) in respect to incurring contempt. 
Our restraint is all on the side of what is 
injurious. Our liberty is all on the side 
of good. We are free to be honest, tem- 
perate, industrious. We have far less im- 
pediments to such a course than those 
whose natural appetites are less under re- 
straint. We are free to go to school. Our 
intellects have the largest liberty. We 
run in the way of education with bound- 
ing feet. We are free to love—free to be 
unselfish—in short, free to be happy.— 
We cease in time to suffer at all from the 





cramp of the flesh—it dies at last on the 
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cross, and we live to enjoy the spirit’s 
freedotn. There is no freedom like free- 
dom to follow one’s inclinations to good. 


Organization of the Passions, 

The time will come when all our pas- 
sions will be organized, i. e., connected 
together in their true order and will 
flow into each other, like so many dif- 
ferent streams, Our passions tend toa 
true organization-as really as the water 
of springs and rivulets tends to combine 
and form rivers, that finally empty into 
the ocean. Every little stream frum Ohio 
to the Rocky Mountains, and from Louis- 
iana to the Lake of the Woods, is cer- 
tain to find its way into the Mississippi; 
and the water of every river, lake and 
gulf, sooner or later, is discharged into 
the ocean. ‘So it is the tendency of all our 
loves to collect:into a stream, and finally 
pour themseves into the great ocean of 
goodness—that we may ‘love the Lord 
our God with all our heart, soul, mind 
and strength.’ We shall have to find 
dat the tendencies of our different pas- 
sions, and lead them through the best 
courses into the river of Communism 
where they will concentrate upon God.— 
At present, it may be well to familiarize 
ourselves with something like the follow- 
ing: We labor with our bodies that we 
may eat-; we nourish the body by eating, 
that’it may serve the soul; and we nour- 
ish the soul that it may please God. In 
this way every thing we love, flowing 
through the streams of our mature, will 
finally reach the great ocean of God’s love, 








A Spring Lesson. 

“I do not want to be put ‘into the ground,’ 
said the little seeds, looking into the deep, dark 
hele which the gardener had made in the earth, 
‘ never to see the sun, never to feel the air—we 
shall die.’ ‘ Don’t'be afraid,’ said the garden- 
er, ‘ the earth will take-you’to her warm besom, 
and nourish you with her healthy juices, and 
help you to grow up in beauty and fruitfulness.’ 
The seed shitddered’dnd was grieved, and did 
not believe the gardener, for-it could net see 
how his words weré coming'to pass. ‘Only 
trust,’ answered tlie gatdéner, ' that’s'all.? 
, head or rg nite sidled as it'fell, and 
ighte pom’ rock. ‘A happy escape,’ 
it said, . hore oP eit sec the sun, nae | bathe in 
the rain-drop, enjoy ailthis delightful scene, 
and be up ia the worki.’’ The other trusted, 
and it fell on the lap of mothcr earth, and was 
folded in her bosom, and warried and nourish- 
ed; it was so lowly that it escaped every body’s 
notice, and some might have said, ‘See what 
comes of trusting.’ 

But its trust in the immutable promise of 
the great all-Father, that ‘seed time and har- 
vest shall not cease,’ wassnot disappointed ; 
and what then? Downin its darksome home 
there is a life in the little seed which the warm 
earth cherishes until it bursts its tough covering, 
and shoots downward a root, and upward a 
blade, elimbing to ligkt and air ; it pierces the 
ground, anda stem grows, and the sap rises, 
an@ ‘leaves -unfold ; the air strengthens it, and 
the.sunwarms:it,:and the dews moisten it; all 
through; the summer time it grows in beauty 
and fruitfoess, and in autumn it yields a rich 
and goldei retest, ten or twenty ora hun- 
dred fold. ‘Aid what became of the unbeliev- 
ing Jittle. seed on the rock? When the sun 
was up it was scorched, and because it had no 

roat:it withered away. 
When trials cloud our way, 
And darkness dims our day, 
A sweet voice seems to say, 
‘Oh, trust.’ 
*Tis God who plants us here ; 
The tender shoot he’ll rear, 
And bear through every fear. 
Him trust. 


[Child’s Paper. 





A Minister’s Strategem. 

Hugh Miter relates the following anecdote of 
Dr. N’Cree a distinguished Edmburgh divine 
whose chapel he attended : 

A simple incident which occurred duriz 
my first morning attendance at his D me 
strongly impressed me with a sense of his sa- 

i There was a great deal of coughing 
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a strong one, and who seemed somewhat an- 
noyed by the ruthless interruptions, stopping 
suddenly short in the middle of his argument, 
made a dead pause, When people are taken 
greatly by surprise, they cease to cough,—a 
circumstance on which he had evidently eal- 
culated. Every eye was now turned towards 
him, and for a full moment so dead was. the 
silence, that one might have heard a pindrop. 
“T see my friends,” said the Doctor, resum- 
ing speech, with a suppressed smile,—“‘ I see 
you can be all quiet enough when I am quiet.” 
There was not a little genuine strategy in the 
rebuke ; and as cough lies a good deal more 
under the influence of the will than most cough- 
ers suppose, such was its effect, that durin 
the rest of the day there was nota tithe of the 
previous coughing. 
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‘The Temperance Problem. 

It has been a grave question with reformers 
and moralists for the last twenty-five years how 
to cure the evil of intemperance; and it is still a 
serious problem that remains unsolved. Various 
are the means that have been resorted to for the 
suppression and eradication of the evil. Moral 
suasion, pledges and various forms of legal suasion 
more or less stringent, have been brought to bear 
upon it, without any radical cure of the evil. This 
is admitted on all hands, The last measure which 
the temperance champions have availed them- 
selves of to suppress the traffic in ardent spirits, 
and set the captives of King Alcohol free, is the 
Maine law ; this they sanguinely hope will lay the 
axe at the root of the tree, and so effectually ex 
tinguish the source of the evil. 

The ‘ Maine Law,’ now in force in several States 
of the Union, and: which its advocates hope to 
make universal, is apparently the last resort—the 
forlorn hope of the legalists. Allelse that has 
been tried has had but a temporary effect in 
checking the evil; laws and pledges have served 
to dam up the stream fora time, partially, but 
the fountains were not cleansed, and hence the re- 
sult which we have seen: broken laws, and bro- 

















try its strength, and that its full vigor should be 
brought to bear upon this vice, that its inefficacy 
may be made fully manifest. 

Intemperance is a gross vice, pregnant with 
misery and degradation to its victims, and all in- 
volved in it, but it 1s after all but one stream 
among many from the corrupt fountain of human 
nature, which indicates the ,social and moral dis- 
organization of the human family. The ‘ law is a 
schoolmaster, and no doubt the Maine law 
will serve a good purpose 1n this respect ; it will 
have a restraining, repressing effect, as a strait- 
jacket does upon a crazy person, but a wise man, 
devoted to thorough and radical reform, will not 
depend primarily upon such agencies for ultimate 
success. Temperance and virtve will never be 
implanted in human nature by legal enactments ; 
they are the fruits of the/Spirit, and come ‘by 
grace; not of works lest any man should boast.’ 
‘The law is weak through the flesh,’ and will in- 
evitably fail to produce righteousness, and tem- 
perance. Vice and bad habits of every kind, are 
but external indications of spiritual disease, for 
the cure of which spiritual power alone is ade- 
quate. 

We but repeat the Bible in saying that Christ 
the only begotten Son of God, is the only’ power auf- 
ficient to purge the heart, the fountain of life, and 
cause love, joy, peace and temperance to flew-out, 
and supplant intemperance and vice of every kind. 


must go before tenmaperance; it is the root of all 
genuine reform—that upon which every virtue 
must be grafted, to bear fruit of any permanence 
or value. 

As the first consequence of spiritual dis- 
order is social disorganization, and this is a 
prolific source of vice, dissipation and bad habits, 
so the cure embraces, as the first fruit of spirit- 
usl restoration, a new state of society. Commu- 
nism is the complement and outward sequence of 
the zeception of Christ in the heart. It furnish- 
es the objective conditions that codperate with 
the subjective state of righteousness in regenera- 
ting human nature. 

Isolated interests, social disorganization and 
oppressive labor, all conspire to form a tremen- 
dous vortex which almost irresistibly draws men 
into the snare of intemperance, or some form of 





in the place, the effect of a recent change of 
weather ; and the Dogtor, whose voice was not 
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dissipation and excess. Exhausting labor under 
the hireling system, creates a demand for stimu- 


ken pledges, and the stream of intemperance flow-' 
ing on. It is well, perhaps, that the law shonid, 


Righteousness thus inwardly planted and derived, | 


ulante of some kind, and the grosser kinds, as 
rum, and tobacco, are those most universally re- 
sorted to. The narcotics, tobacco, tea &c., are 
considered indispensable by many, especially the 
sons of toil, to cheer and solace the spirit under 
its heavy burdens; and it is of no use for moral- 
ists and reformers to declaim against what they 
call the filthy weed, poisonous decoctions, &c., for 
their seductive hold on the sensibilties of the mass- 
es will not be lcosened in that way. There is an 
imperative demand in the present inverted state of 
human nature for these stimulants; and before a 
change can be effected in this department there 
must bea change of social conditions. In a word, 


&|Communism must be allowed to enter the field 


and organize society anew vn the basis of unity 
with Christ, social harmony, and attractive indus- 
try. Communism is proving itself an effectual 
solvent of all bad habits and vices engendered in 
isolated, selfish society. Shall it have the field 
and fair play ? 





Spiritual Obedience. 

We say spiritual obedience; for this is some- 
thing different from, and infinitely higher than the 
formal obedience of the outward man. The latter, 
which is of the law, is useful only as a prepara- 
tory school and stepping-stone to the deeper spir- 
itual state in which obedience takes place with- 
out law, without even the necessity of words to 
convey the will of a superior, but by virtue of 
an electrical communication of spirit and mind be- 
tween the obeyer and the obeyed, testifying that 
they are one. The inferior kind of obedience, like 
that which ordinarily is seen in the child towards 
its parent, and throughout the whole sphere of 
law-government, is good as far as it goes, but 
it is nevertheless an exponent of separation, not 
of unity. The child does what it is told to do, of- 
ten painfully and with effort, because it and its 
parent are two. The worldis made up of you and 
I, separatewills, and hence the obedience which 
has thus far obtained in human society and expe- 
rience has been of the rudimentary legal sort, which 
derives its stimulus from outward relations of ne- 
cessity, and not from inward spontaneity. 

This is not the heavenly sort; and it is such as 
no spiritually inclined person will rest satisfied 
with. Thereis such a thing as being filled with an- 
other’s spirit—possessed by another’s will in such 
complete oneness as to make us act obediently 
without any double consciousness or sense of effort. 
It was this kind of obedience that Christ first il- 
lustrated in his relations to the Father. ‘My 
meat, he said, ‘is to do the will of him that sent 
me.’ And this is the high standard, too, which he 
had in view in his prayer for the unity of the dis- 
ciples with himself and withjeach other: ‘That 
they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they also may be one in us. . . 
I in them, and thou in me, that they may be 
made PERFECT IN ONE.’ Perfection of obedience, 
as well as of every thing else, cannot be attained 
between separate individualities—it is the fruit 
only of in-dwelling unity; and as the reward of 
obedience of this kind, promise is given of free 
accese tothe tree of life. 





Agricultural Missionaries ‘in Palestine. 
The Evening Post contains a letter from Mrs. 
Minor, author of ‘Meshullani’, dated from the 
Plains of Sharon’, detailing the progress and ex- 
periences of the little colony ef agricultural mis- 
sionaries which emigrated to the Holy Land a 
few years since. It appears that they have al- 
ready accomplished much in the way of softening 
the prejudices of the Arab :population against the 
Jews, and in securing the favor of the Turkish 
authorities. They have recently purchased land 
from the native owners, which marks the first in- 
stanee in which a foreigner and Christian has re- 
ceived a conveyance in fee of lands on the plains 
of Sharon. Their selection of land is.situated in 
one of the finest parts of Palestine. “The old 
Hebrew poets (says the Post) refer to its rich 
fields and flowery pastures, nor is its fertility at 
all diminished by the lapse of time. At present 
it gives the Arab plentiful crops of barley where 
it is cultivated, and its old olive groves, planted 
centuries ago, yield abundance of fruit. Its chief 
town, near to which the mission is situated, is 
Jaffa, the ancient Joppa, one of the finest cities 
in all Syria, and anciently, untill Herod formed 
the harbor of Cesarea, the only port possessed 
by the Israelites. This place has an increasing 
trade, it is the residence of American and Euro- 
pean consuls, and its site, on a bold promontory 
crowned by a castle and surrounded by gardens 
and groves of fruit trees, is thought the most 
beautiful of all the cities of the Syrian coast. 





The plain of Sharon yields three harvests a year, 





the first without irrigation, the two others by 
the aid of water conducted to the roots of the 
growing plants.” 

In the concluding paragraph of Mrs Minor’s let- 
ter she says the present is a yery flourishing sea- 
son there: “our wheat looks well; our barley in 
some places begins to head. In our garden we 
have now, of excellent qualities, from which we 
gather daily, white and sweet potatoes, beets, ruta- 
baga, turnips, cabbage, peas, beans, and: lettuce in 
fine heads. We have gathered our oranges and 
sold them in Jaffa, but we have citrons and lem- 
ons still hanging on the trees. The almond trees 
only are blossoming. We have this week (Feb: 
15) commenced planting white potatoes, Indian 
corn, cucumbers, squashes, tomatoes, egg plants, 
beans, etc., expecting one crop before we com- 
mence raising water in May.” ; 





Some one has sent us anewspaper slip on which 
is given the number of books, chapters, verses, 
and letters contained in the Bible, first in the’ 
Old and New Testaments separately, then in the 
whole Scriptures ; also the middle book, chapter, 
verse, &c., of each part separately, and then togeth- 
er; also a statement of how many times the word 
and occurs in the Old Testament, and other similar 
minutiz, which we will not stop to mention.— 
These calculations it is stated, cost the calcula- 
tor three years’ labor. The first thought that oc- 
curs to us is, ‘what a foolish waste of time !’— 
There is no conceivable use for sucha table; and 
it is good only for one particular edition of the 
Bible. Our second thought is, supposing such & 
calculation of any value, it is a pity the one who 
made it did not have a Community of one or two 
hundred, like ours, at his command—he could 
have got it all done upas a mere pastime in a 
few evenings. 





NEWS AND TOPICS. 


DIFFICULTIES WITH SPAIN. 

The United States Government seems nothing 
loath to get into a quarrel with Spain, nor does 
the Spanish Government, on its part, seem very 
careful to avoid it. It will be recollected that 
not long since several American steamers were 
stopped and searched by armed Spanish vessels, 
on suspicion of their*being connected with the 
fillibusters; in consequence of this, a U. S. flect 
has been directed to cruise in the track of our 
steamers crossing the gulf, and sink any Spanish 
vessel which shall dare to repeat such stoppage 
and search upon the High Seas. When we notice 
how slight and ineffectual have been the efforts 
of the U. S. government to check the designs of 
the fillibusters against Cuba, and how favorable 
the present move will be to those designs, we 
cannot avoid the.conclusion that the Government 
is in no way unwilling to obtain possession of 
that rich and tempting Island. 

PARAGUAY. 

A small U. S. Steamer, the Water Witch, has 
been for two years engaged in exploring the river 
Parana and its tributaries. But lately Gen. Lopez, 
Governor of Paraguay, being incensed at some of 
Captain Page’s acts, forbid him to continue his ex- 
plorations, in violation of an express treaty for the 
free navigation of the Parana. Nevertheless, the 
Water Witch showed herself in the stream again ; 
when she was fired upon by a six gun battery, and 
one man was killed. She returned the fire effec- 
tively, and though compelled tosuspend operations 
at present by the lowness of the river and the want 
of 4 pilot. neither Lopez nor his guns, it is said, 
will hinder the Water Witch when these other ob 
staclesareovercome. The U.S. Guvernment will 
probably interfere in the matter when officially 
informed of it. 





—It has been officially announced that 
Napoleon and Eugenie will visit Victoria in the 
middle of April, at London, 

—Horace Greeley sailed from Boston 
for Europe on the 10th of’ April, to attend the 
world’s Fair in France. 

—The RB. M. steamship Arabia has been 
chartered, in England, for the Crimea, to carry 
cavalry horses, at £100 per day, the Government 
finding the coal. 

—A new kind of paddle-wheel for steam- 
ers has been patented by a Mr. Wallis. It has 
been tried with good success on a small three- 
horse power steamboat in New-York bay, . It is 
& great desideratum in steam navigation to avoid 
the waste of power occasioned by the dead stroke 
and lifting of the water, as the paddles successive- 
ly enter and leave it; and there are nearly 400 
inventions in the Patent Officeat Washington in- 
tended to effect it; but hitherto none have been 





able to supersede the old wheel. 
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An Oneida Journal. 

Wednesday, April 11.—Lecture evening. The 
lecturer took the map of the world for his subject, 
and pointed out the various countries which are 
cepitres of interest at the present time, and gave a 
Lid sketch of their political and social progress 
within the last few years. A cursory view even, 
is cheering to the believer. It shows that the ten- 
dency of events in all nations—in Russia, China, 
California, Australia, and the islands of the sea, is 
to scatter darkness and isolation, and bring in 
the reign of Christ the rightful ‘heir of the 


world.’ 

Thursday, April 12.—A partial organization for 
the spring and summer business was reported to- 
day. Two men are nominated to lead in the work 
of the general domain, four men to direct the gar- 
dening and furnish work to all applicants, three to 
have charge of the teams, two to see to the fences, 
three to the care of the stock, barns and manure 
department, one to the dairy, three to the mill and 
mechanical branches, and one superintendent of 
jobs to attend to all miscellaneous improvements 
that need to be made. Besides these, the usual 
branches of printing, silk-peddling, shoemaking, 
blacksmithing, tailoring, &c., will go on as far as 
circumstances require. The Trap and Bag manu- 
facture will probably for the most part be suspend- 
ed during the summer. The above organization 
leaves, as was intended, a large portion of the Com- 
munity, men, women and children, free and mova- 
ble, so that they can be called into any depart- 
ment where help is needed, and can shift and al- 
ternate employments easily. And of those who 
are appointed to fixed positions, no one is expect- 
ed to fill up all his time in his particular department, 
but only to be responsible for its proper manage- 
ment and execution by volunteer help or other- 
wise; and so far as he can beyond this, is to have 
an opportunity with others to make himself gen- 
erally useful in the varied occupations of the Com- 
munity. We haveevidently here a large operative 
force, and are conscious that thorough good will 
and brotherly love pervades it. If our organiza- 
tion and system of methods are adequate to 
guide it into the right channel, we may anticipate 
the coming season that a good deal of work will 
be done. Time will show.——Brethren returning 
from business trips to various parts of the State, 
bring home reports of much distress among far- 
mers, from shortness of fodder, their cattle starv- 
ing, &c. We have occasion to praise our heavenly 
Father for having filled our barns with plenty this 
year. 

Friday, April 13.—Notwithstanding the cold, 
cloudy weather we can see many signs of progress 
in the garden. Tomatoes and Lettuce are up in 
the hotbed. Another hotbed is ready to receive 
Grape-cuttings. Ground is prepared in the orch- 
ard to set out a few of those choice Lawton Black- 
berry plants, that are still so rare and costly as 
to sell at nine dollars per dozen. Trimming 
hedges, transplanting pie-plants, and raking off the 
straw from the spinach bed, are all welcome to- 
kens that the frost is out of the ground, and the 
busy seed-time of the outward world is at hand. 
——tThe hat-pressing machine, lately imported 
from Vermont for pressing palm-leaf hats, has 
been fitted upto go by water-power in a room of 
the Circularium, adjoining the printing office, and 
from the experiments made appears to work well. 
Our water-power, notwithstanding some difficulty 
and criticism which it has occasioned us in the. 
management of it, is really a great convenience.— 
We believe we have not mentioned that besides 
its other usefulness, it works off the Circular 
every week, saving considerable heavy hand-tnrn- 
ing of our printing-machine. Preparations are 
iso making by means of a water-ram and aque- 
duct to employ it in forcing water into the gar- 
den.——Received two Shaker publications from 
two different sources. The one assails Perfection- 
ism ; dogmatizing in the usual style on the as- 
sumed licentiousness of its theories and practices, 
The other is a ‘ Discourse on the Order and Pro- 
priety of Divine Inspiration,’ &c., defending and 
explaining the doctrine of the Divine dualty, and 
Christ's second appearing in Ann Lee. 

Saturday, April14.—Three peddlers came home. 
One reported himself as having travelled far, 
worked hard, and sold but little. The other two, 
on the contrary, were gone but part of two days, 
worked lightly, and had remarkably good luck, as 
the saying is. But Communism is admirable at 
adjusting all such inequalities. ‘He that gathers 
much has nothing over; and he that gathers 
little has no lack.’ 


Monday, April 16.—Received to-day a present 


_ of adozen jars of Preserved Fruits (minus two 


which broke in the transit) from Joun Gray, of 
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the North American Phalanx, (see his letter in 
another column.) We appreciate this present the 
more from our interest in the growing and (we 
are inclined to call it) millennial art of Fruit 
Preserving. The different fruits look finely, put 
up by the air-excluding method in sealed glass 
jars ; and when the occasion comes for broaching 
them in the Community circle, to test them more 


fully, we shall perhaps recur to the subject again, ' 


——We have had an afternoon in the fields—a 
Community fete as the French would say ; in short, 
a Shooting Match. There had been some previous 
talk and preparation, but the time did not come 
till to-day, when the loveliest and balmiest of April 
days fairly invited all hands into the field, to sal- 
ute the retiring of winter from the ice-presidency, 
and inaugurate the coming out-door season of the 
sun. Notice and a general invitation being given 
at dinner table, a large party were soon in readi- 
ness, and with rifle and target repaired to a place 
near an evergreen thicket overlooking the domain, 
and there spent a few hours in the practice of gun- 
nery, not at each other’s heads, a la Sevastopol, 
but at around piece of paper six inches in diameter 
pinned to the centre ofa larger circle of boards, 
painted black and posted at a distance of thirty 
rods. Mr. N. himself, formerly a rifle-maker, and 
probably one of the best shots in the country, took 
charge of the loading, &c., so that the party had 
nothing to do but to take the rifle from his hand, 
and fire in turn as their names were called from a 
list. The women and children of the party had 
expressed considerable trepidation at the idea of 
being present at the firing of a gun, but soon their 
nervousness wore off, and with some assistance 
from Mr. N. in fixing their rests, and sighting the 
piece, they made several of the best hits. It may 
be of some value to this class to thus break through 
a timidity which is too exclusively feminine.— 
What with some playing at ball with the juveniles, 
and the enjoyment of a delicious sun and sky, and 
the most genial air of spring, the occasion, it was 
generally decided, paid. 





Correspondence. 
Fletcher, Vt., April 8, 1855. 

We were about an hour behind the time in 
leaving Rutland, and there was some misgiving 
manifest, and some grumbling among the passen- 
gers in the cars, because they hastily made up 
their minds that we could not reach Burlington 
in time for the cars out, and should have to stay 
there over Sunday. I gave it as my opinion that 
we should be in time ; but none seemed to agree 
with me. I then took out my ticket, (which had 
the distances from place to place on the back,) 
and my watch, and by close calculation found 
that at the rate we were traveling we should be in 
time and have a few minutes to spare. I showed 
it toa person sitting near me, who had a good 
share of the grumbling spirit; and it proved suffi- 
cient to turn the current of his thoughts, as he 
brightened up with the remark, ‘ We shall’ be in 
time.’ 

On leaving Rutland I was pressed with a dull, 
heavy spirit, accompanied with pain in my head, 
which began to increase and the journey to seem 
rather long. When within about 25 or 30 miles 
of Burlington I discovered in the distance, on my 
right, the top of Mansfield mountain towering 
above the smaller hills. It was white with snow, 
and resembled a cloud in the west when. the set- 
ting sun shines upon it. As we advanced, some of 
the lower peaks of the Green Mountain ridge hove 
in view; they too were covered with snow; then 
turning my eyes tv the left, across lake Cham- 
plain, I could see the mountains in the northern 
part of New York; they too were covered with 
snow Every thing in the distance both on 
the right hand and on the left, had the appearance 
of mid-winter ; and I asked myself the question, 
Has spring come ? But casting my eyes on the 
fields near by, where the snow had disappeared, 
(save the remnant of a drift here and there beside 
the fence,) and the sheep and cattle were out graz~ 
ing and enjoying the pleasant sun, I said to myself, 
It isa truth, spring has come. Again, looking 
around on those in the cars with me, as far as I 
could see or feel they were of this world, and all 
that I could see around seemed to be of this 
world, and I asked myself the question, Has the 
Kingdom of God come? Turning from things out- 
ward and looking within, I testified in the affirm- 
ative, for I felt the inward witness. I silently 
confessed Christ, and felt the witness of being 
confessed by him; and when my thoughts turned 
upon myself, I found that the pain in my head 
was gone, the pressure had all left me, and I felt 
rested and refreshed both in body and spirit. We 
reached Buslington about two minutes before 














the time for the cars to leave. I had just time to 
get my ticket, and then, we were off. A. xk. 


N. A. Phalanx, N.J. April 11, 1855. 

Dear Frienps :—I have sent you a box of pre- 
served fruits by way of New-York. I felt this 
woul be as acceptable as money, as that article 
genetally passes to the directors of business first, 
and to the brethren and sisters afterwards. Now 
I prefer the Community exchange principle best; 
you send me the preserved fruits of the Primitive 
church, in the Circular, without the money condi- 
tion: this is the great feature of its acceptance, 
for the truth is always most held, when it has to 
ask for no conditions for the discharge of its mis- 
sion. Your article in the last No., respecting the 
necessary qualifications of persons having the 
care of children, pleased memuch. After 30 years 
experience, I can most heartily endorse your views. 
I missed the Tri-weekly Circular at first, but not 
willing to be governed by circumstances tomy loss, 
made tp my mind to be as wiseas the ox at least, 
and tochew the cud more than once. I have 
made it a rule to read the Weekly thrice, before 
laying it aside, and I can assure you that it gives 
three good meals with the extra satisfaction of 
knowing that it costs you less time and expense. 

Yours in the love of the Primitive church, 

Joun Gray. 


Putney, Vt., April 12. 
Ihave been newly impressed to-day with the 
truth that the resurrection life is in us—that our 
salvation was wrought out hundreds of years ago ; 
and all that is wanting in order for us to have 
healthy bodies is to give place for Christ’s lite to 
expand in us, and make room by cléaring away 
the old rubbish of our own thoughts, and 
habits, for the fresh active life and love of the 
new man. I have been somewhat depressed 
in body and spirit for some time, and find that my 
old life has to be crucified in a variety of waye; 
but I trust that I am learning to rejoice in tribu- 
lation and take joyfully the spoiling of my goods. 
I feel thankful every day for the ordinance of work, 
and find one good way out of egotism and small- 
heartedness is to turn my heart and hands into 

the public channel. Je Ce As 





Sowing. 
Sowing—sowing everywhere 
' The gardener takes his way ; 
The little seeds fall in the ground 
To lie for many a day— 
And storm and mold and winter cold, 
Cover them where they lay. 
The waiting months at length are past, 
The sun beams high in air; 
The green earth yields to autumn brown, 
And then the fruits are there; 
The gardener walks his evening round, 
And sees the products fair. 
Sowing—sowing everywhere, 
The angels take their way, 
And good hearts catch the word that falls 
Silently day by day. 
Though but a thought, a moment's gleam, 
Its fruit shall last alway. 


fome Paragraphs. 


The Folly of Comparisons. 


‘* For we dare not make ourselves of the number, 
or an ourselves with some that commend them- 
selves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, 
and comparing themselves among themselves, are 
not wise. But we will not boast of things with- 
out our measure, but according to the measure of 
the rule which God hath distributed to us, a meas- 
ure to reach even unto you.” 2 Cor. 10: 12, 18. 


If we will consider it, every member of 
Chriét’s body has a particular sphere to 
act in, which can be filled by no one else, 
No two are exactly alike, and the principle 
of unity by no means requires that they 
should be, but, on the contrary, that 
every one should be just what he or she is, 
and be content therewith, The unity 
and glory of the body of Christ is made 
up of endless diversities and variations, 
and it is not for one member to compare 
itself with another in the measzrement 
of its own capacities, but seek to make 
the most of the gifts God has bestowed. 
See Ist Cor. 12 : 14—22. 

Paul hada commission from God to 
preach to the Gentiles, and to accom- 
plish the end of that commission he was 
clothed with special authority from on 
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have been \for any other one to attempt 
to accomplish the same thing in precisely 
the same way. Paul was, is, and’ ever 
will be Paul, and Peter was, is, and 
ever will be Peter, and inthe nature of 
things it cannot be otherwise. Both 
were powerful instruments of God’s in- 
spiration, and according to the demands 
of their repective spheres, both had ample 
scope for the development and exercise of 
their faculties. 

We are none of us called to be Pauls 
or Peters, so far as our constitutional in- 
dividualities are concerned ; and yet, as 
members of Christ, the smallest of us 
have a distinct commission to fulfill and 
for which we shall be held accountable, 
Our worth and works are all foreordained 
from the beginning, and it remains for us 
to discover the fact and heartily and dili- 
gently apply ourselves to the fulfillment of 
our destinies. 

It isa good exhortation of the apos- 
tle: ‘Let your conversation be without 
covetousness ; and be content with such 
things as ye have.’ H. W. B. 





The Kingdom of Life. 

‘We know that we have passed from 

death unto life because we love the breth- 

ren.’ The Scripture sense of these two 

words, death and life, is evidently different 

from the common accepted sense, The 

state of separation from God into which 

man has fallen is called death in the Bible. 

Adam died in the day that he sinned. 

Christ spoke of the living as dead, where 

he said, ‘Let the dead bury their dead.’ 
Natural life is not life in the Bible sense 
of the word. ‘He that hath the Son hath 
life ; and he that hath not the Son hath 

not life.’ Christ came that his disciples 

might have life, and that they might have 

it more abundantly. He is called the 
Prince of life. The New Testament is 
full of the truth that he is the source and 
medium of life to the world. Life reigns 
within the radius of his emanation, and 
death outside. Those who receive Christ 
enter into the kingdom of life; but all 
the world of unbelief sit in the region and 
shadow of death, It is aretic winter where- 
ever the life of Christ does not diffuse its 
beams. Though there is in all humanity 
the germ and capability of glorious resur- 
rection growth, it is frost-bound and dead 
till it comes under the quickening warmth 
of Christ’s spirit. Now Love is sponta- 
neous to life. It puts forth as naturally 
from Christ’s life as flowers bloom out in 
summer. Hence we know that we have 
passed from death unto life, because we 
love. Love'cannot grow ondeath. Peo- 
ple wonder that our Community families 
can live as they do without quarreling. 
We not only live together peaceably, but 
we love one another, and that more and 
more. This love that we rejoice in, and 
which is like the perfume of costly oint- 
ment. in all our house, is strong assurance 
that we have entered the kingdom of life ; 
or in other words, that the kingdom of 
God has come. H. 


The Child vs. the Lady. 

Seeing a group of men, women, and 
children busily at work in the garden, my 
mind wandered back to the days of my 
childhood when I spent most of my time, 
except my school hours, in out-door work, 
or, as I then considered it, sport. I had 
quite an aversion to house-work, but 
nothing pleased me more than to work in 





high; and how incongruous it would 


the garden, gather fruit, &c., with my fath- 
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er and brothers ; but as I grew older, the 
world said it was coarse and unlady-like to 
engage in out-door work, and well I re- 
member the struggle I had as I came un- 
der that spirit so contrary to all the 
youthful, sportive feelings of my heart. I 
gave way to this worldly refinement, and 
ever after there was a sense of shame and 
shyness over me whenever I indulged in 
my favorite work. But now how changed 
again! The same youthful and hopeful 
spirit is springing up in my heart, and 
with it the same delight I once had in 
mingling with my brothers and sisters in 
out-door labor. The fashion of this 
world has passed away, and, thank God, 
I am again a little child. The same 
confiding trust that I once had in earth- 
ly parents is transferred to the heav- 
enly, and in the place of the brothers 
and sisters given up, I have a hundred- 
fold in their place. ‘Truly, God is good 
to them that serve him.’ eS 





The Electric Touch. 

The hand is a powerful conductor of 
magnetic interchange of spirit. Who 
has not felt a thrill of pleasure communi- 
cated through the pressure of a friend’s 
hand? The influence thus imparted is 
often like an electric shock, vibrating 
through every part of the system produc- 
ing resurrection and strength. Christ 
understood this principle, as it was 
through a touch of the hand that many 
of his most notable miracles were perform- 
ed. Peter’s wife’s mother, who was sick 
of a fever, also the leper spoken of in 
Mark Ist, were restored to health by this 
simple process. It was a common thing 
with Christ, and with Paul, tolay hands 
on the sick, that they might be healed.— 
The practice of laying on of hands, so 
common with primitive believers, was not 
a matter of mere form, but actually 
transfereed a portion of their own spirits 
to those who were the subjects of it. A 
person filled with the Holy Ghost might 
be said to be in a positive state of life, 
and one who lacked this spiritual element 
to be in a negative state. 

Now the spirit of Christ, like electricity, 
seeks an equilibrium, and where there is 
a suitable medium it enters into and 
mingles with other life, that is receptive 
to*ith influence. The lack of one is sup- 
plied from the superabundance of the 
other. Every part of the body is, doubt- 
less, more or less magnetic ; but it seems 
to me that the hand is peculiarly so. It 
might be called the telegraph of the spir- 
it ; conveying the sensations of the heart 
with the rapidity of thought. As in all 
telegraphic communications, there is a 
giving and receiving—so in the conversa- 
tion of spirits, there must be desire on 
the one hand to give, and a receptive at- 
itude in the case of those who receive ; 
and life, strength and growth, will be the 
satisfactory result. E, Y. J. 





Benefit of Confessing Christ. 

Having a job in which I could employ 
only a part of our group of boys, I called 
for volunteers. Observing some hesita- 
tion in the part of the boys, I appointed 
such as I thought had better go. They 
started off, but manifested some signs of 
dissatisfaction at being sent to work 
while the rest were left to play. I called 
them back and reasoned the case with 
them, showing them that with a spirit 
of improvement they could get more real 


cause it would, give them a chance to 
learn something new. I also recommended 
to them to confess Christ, and expect to 
take a new. start, and have a new experi- 
ence. One after another followed this 
advice, and then said, ‘I will go,’ and so 
the whole company started off brisk and 
merry. On returning they informed me 
they had a ‘grand time,’ and were very 
thankful for their experience ; they had 
sometimes gone to work with a spirit of 
grumbling, and were tempted to quarrel 
with their circumstances, and wish they 
were free to do what they had a mind to ; 
but to-day they did just as they hada 
mind to, and were happy in it. Instead 
of being in a hurry to get through they 
wanted the job to last a good while, 
L. H. B. 





The Soldier Spirit. 

There is a pecular charm and signifi- 
cance in the word soldier that rarely 
attaches toa single expression. It con- 
veys not only the idea of skill and brav- 
ery, but also of being enrolled in some 
cause that absorbs one’s whole life and 
soul, While it implies an unconquerable 
spirit—one that will not yield for life,— 
it also suggests the spirit of perfect sub- 
ordination. These are the qualities that 
should characterize the Christian engaged 


in the sovereign cause of Christ. 
D. J. #. 


The Child Spirit. 

Jesus said, ‘ Whosoever shall not re- 
ceive the kingdom of God asa little child, 
shall in no wise enter therein.’ Luke 18: 
17. 

What are the special traits of little 
children, while unperverted by education, 
which justify the declaration of Christ 
here quoted ? ‘ 

1. They have no proud, high thoughts 
of themselves, They feel dependent on 
others, and look up to their parents and 
seniors with veneration and trust. 

2. They are free from shame and from 
impure thoughts about themselves or 
others, 

3. They live in the present. They en- 
joy the gifts of the present hour, without 
repinings for the past, or forebodings for 
the future. 

4. They are confiding and unsuspicious: 
they believe, without doubting, what is 
told them by those around them. This 
must surely be characteristic of heavenly 
society, where no falsehood or insincerity 
can have place. 

5. They have a spirit of newness, and 
an eager appetite to learn new things. 
6. They take criticism kindly. When 
their ignorance and mistakes are shown 
them, they are not offended or discour- 
aged, but are ready to try again. “tr 





Horticultural. 


erry aa 





SO. 





Notes from the Garden. 
The lingering grasp of winter upon the 
energies of the opening year is relaxed. The 
soft, aud genial atmosphere, the springing grass 
and ‘ bud and blooming’ of flowers marks the 
coming of spring. Nature seems impatient to 
burst forth into its thousand-fold glory.— 
The robin has come back to the old butternut, 
andif his singing and daily investigations 
mean anything, he is hardly content to wait 
for the leaves to come before he builds his 
nest. It is an eventful time for the horticul- 
turist. The beginnings of the flower and fruit 
jubilee of summer and autumn are now to be 
made. Fruit trees to be looked after, pruned 
and manured ; young trees transplanted; the 





sport out of labor than from play, be- 


ground for future crops to be prepared; seeds 





sown ; roots and plants set out, &c. There is 
a world of interest to the gardener in these 
spring processes; each one is suggestive of 
thought and investigation. In the awakening 
vegetation he sees the working of the Unseen 
One, who fashioned the world in beauty.— 
Presuming that occasional items from the gar- 
den, describing some of the practical operations, 
will be acceptable, we will note for our read- 
ers such as we think will be interesting. 
RHUBARB OR PIE PLANT. 

One of the first things to be attended to in 
the spring is the Pie Plant. This is an early- 
growing plant, and requires prompt attention. 
It is usually planted in tows from four to five 
feet apart, distance between the plants, from 
two to three feet. | The manner of planting 
it is this: A trench is dug two feet wide and 
of like depth. In doing this the top soil, to the 
depth of ten or twelve inches, is thrown out on 
one side of the trench while the subsoil is 
placed on the other. When this is done the 
top soil is placed in the bottom of the trench 
and a quantity of well rotted manure is forked 
in. The subsoil is then thrown in and ma- 
nured in the same way. The plants are then 
set. Served in this way they will grow for 
years, yielding, with good cultivation, luxuri- 
ant crops. The after-culture is to keep the 
ground free from weeds, stirring it occasional- 
ly during the summer with a fork, and adding 
a dressing of good manure every autumn or 
spring, stirring the ground as deep as _ possible. 
The plants should be protected during the win- 
ter by a covering of manure or muck. 

CULTURE OF THE ONION. 

The soil for this vegetable must be deeply 
cultivated in order that the many roots which 
it radiates may find their appropriate food.— 
Our mode of cultivation, is to manure the land 
with composted hen-manure mixed with a suit- 
able proportion of ashes and muck, spread 
evenly over the ground. This is thoroughly 
mixed with the soil, either by forking or plow- 
ing. The surface is then raked fine to receive 
the seed. Care is taken to sow them evenly, 
thereby avoiding unnecessary labor in thinning 
them out after they have come up. After 
sowing, the ground is rolled or pressed with a 
board. This gives the seeds good conditions to 
swell and vegetate, and prevents them from 
being dried up by the sun or washed out by 
rains, This method of treatment, with good 
cultivation and the providence of God will in- 
sure a good crop. 





The Covrse of Independence. 
We are made acquainted with the principles 


which have governed Hugh Miller in his course, 


and won for him his peculiar distinction as a lit- 
erary working man, in the following passage from 
his autobiography : 

Dr. Baird urged me to quit the north for Edin- 
burgh. The capital furnished, he said, the 
proper field for a literary man in Scotland. 
What between the employment furnished by 
the newspapers and the magazines, he was sure 
I woyd effect a lodgment, and work my way 
up; and, until I gave the thing a fair trial, I 
would, of course, come and live with him. I 
felt sincerely grateful for his kindness, but de- 
clined the invitation. I did think it possible, 
that in some subordinate capacity,—as a con- 
coctor of paxagraphs, or an abridger of parlia- 
mentary debates, or even as a writer of occa- 
sional articles,—I might find more remunera- 
tive employment than as a stone-mason. But 
though I might acquaint myself in a large 
town, when occupied in this way, with the 
world of books, I questioned whether I could 
enjoy equal opportunities of acquainting my- 
self with the occult and the new in natural sci- 
ence, as when plying my labors in the provin- 
ces asa mechanic. And so J determined that, 
instead of casting myself on an exhausting lit- 
erary occupation, in which I would have to 
draw incessantly on the stock of fact and reflec- 
tion which I had already accumulated, I should 
continue for at least several years more to pur- 
chase independence by my labors as a mason, 
and employ my leisure hours in adding to my 
fund, gleaned from original observation, and 
in walks not previously trodden. * * * 

T had laid down for myself two rules." There 
is no more fatal error into which a working 
man of a literary turn can fall, than the mis- 
take of deeming himself too good for his hum- 
ble employments ; and yet it isa mistake as 
common as itis fatal, I had already seen 





several poor wrecked mechanics, who, belieyin 
themselves to be poets, and regarding the man- 
ual occupation by which they could alone liye 
in independence as beneath them, had become 
in consequence little better than mendicants- 
too good to work for their bread, but not too 
good virtually to beg it; and, looking upon 
them as beacons of warning, I determined that 
with God’s help I should give their error a 
wide offitg, and never associate the idea of 
meanness with an honest calling, or deem my. 
self too good to be independent. And, in the 
second place, as I saw that the notice, and more 
especially the hospitalities, of persons in the 
upper walks, seemed to exercise a deteriorating 
effect on even strong-minded men in circum. 
stances such as mine, I resolved rather to avoid 
than court the attentions from this class which 
were now beginning to come my way. John. 
son describes his ‘ Ortogrul of Basra” as a 
thoughtful and meditative man; and yet he 
tells us that after he had seen the palace of 
the Vizier, and ‘ admired the walls hung with 
golden tapestry, and the floors covered with 
silken carpets, he despised the simple neatness 
of his own little habitation.”” And the lesson 
of the fiction is, I fear too obviously exempli- 
fied in the real history of one of the strongest- 
minded men of the last age,—Robert Burns. 
The poet seems to have left behind him much of 
his earlier complacency in his humble home 
in the splended mansions of the men who. 
while they failed worthily to patronise him, in- 
jured him by their hospitalities. I found it 
more difficult, however, to hold by this second 
resolution than by the first. As I was not 
large enough to be made a lion of, the invita- 
tions which came my way were usually those 
of real kindness ; and the advances of kindness 
I found it impossible always to repel ; and so it 
happened that I did at times find myself in 
company in which the working man might be 
deemed misplaced and in danger. On two 
several occasions, for instance, after declining 
previous invitations not a few, I had to spend 
a week at a time as the guest of my respected 
friend Miss Dunbar of Boath ; and my native 
place was visited by few superior men that I 
had not te meet at some hospitable” board.— 
But I trust I may say, that the temptations 
failed to injure me ; and that on such occasions 
T returned to my obscure employments and 
humble hore, grateful for the kindness I had 
received, but in no degree discontented with 
my lot. 





*Woman’s Rights’ in the Crimea. 


A London correspondent of the Tribune, thus 
describes an interesting scene which took place 


not long since near the seat of war: “ Lately a 
transport of sick arrived at Scutari. In the hos- 
pital, where no bedding could be provided for 
them, they were laid on the wooden floor of the 
corridor. Mise Nightingale immediately sent to 
the purveyor for beds and mattresses, but got 
the answer that no stores could be delivered by 
him unless he got aregular order on foolscap 
signed by the two respective officers and physi- 
cians of the hospital. Miss Nightingale sent him 
word again that she must have the bedding im- 
mediately, but promised that the necessary for- 
malities should be complied with as soon as the 
officers and physicians should return and find 
time for writing. Meeting with a second refusal. 
she ordered some twenty convalescents to follow 
her; went straight to the storehouse, had its 
doors forced open, and carried away the necessary 
articles. The storekeeper stood aghast at such 
unceremonious infraction of his authority and of 
all official routine, but the lady said, coolly: ‘Re- 
port to head quarters that Miss Nightingale has 
forced open the door and carried away what was 
wanted for the protection of the life of her Majes- 
ty’s sick soldiers, on her own responsibility.” 
England is of course delighted at such indepen- 
dent and manly conduct, though the Ministry can- 
not openly encourage such acts of insubordina- 
tion; still Lord Raglan had better learn some- 
thing from Miss Nightingale, or else the second 
campaign will be as barren and disastrous as the 
first has been, when forty thousand soldiers were 
sacrificed to the Moloch of routine and red tape.” 





—Reputation, is what people think of us; char- 
acter, is what we really are. 


—The ruin of most men dates from some vacant 
hour. Occupation is the armor of the soul. I re- 
member a satirical poem, in which. the devil is 
represented as fishing for men, and fitting his 
baits to the taste and business of his prey; but 
the idlers, he said, gave him no trouble, for they 
bit the naked hook.— Anon ; 





Nature’s Voices. 

The leaf-tongues of the forest, the flower-lips of the sod ; 

The happy birds that hymn their rapture in the ear of God, 

The summer wind that bringeth music over land and sea, 

Have each a voice that singeth this sweet song of songs to 

me ; 
This world is full of beauty, like other worlds above, 
And, if we did our duty, it might be full of love. 
Gerald Massey. 

ET ET RE RE | EE 

LETTERS NOT OTHERWISE ACKNOWLEDGED.—4J. B. 
Lyvere; A. Wood; E. Chynoweth; J. A. Clay; J. 
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